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Three-Score And Ten---What Then? 


, ee of ours once told us that her grandmother, then in her sixties,” 
remarked to her brother that it was queer, but there didn’t seem to be | 
any old people around any more. Her brother chuckled and replied, “Nothing 
funny about it, Emma, you and I are the old people now,” which bit obs in| 
formation made the young 60-odd grandmother simply furious. ‘i 


Whether we like it or not, we all reach old age sooner or later, with good; 
luck and good health. People are living longer and retiring earlier than was’ 
the case two or three generations ago. Nor does old age have the same con-’ 
notation. No longer does the prospect of the poor house strike terror to the| 
heart of one who has been unable to save enough money to carry him through! 
old age independently. Social security, pensions, and other such aspects of 
social welfare have eliminated much of the fear of old age. Yet still there 
remain financial, social and emotional problems. Those problems we are! 
posing here and suggesting some answers, and in the near future we shall 
tell you what some libraries are already doing for the elderly people in their, 
communities. 


We have already heard from some libraries. We should like to hear from; 
any others who may have already started such a program, however humble’ 
the beginning. Or maybe you have an idea or suggestion. And don’t forget 
that a picture is worth 1000 words, even a snapshot, if it is clear and sharp. 


L. H. 
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The Public Library And The Older Adult 


by RosE VAINSTEIN 


Rose Vainstein is a Public Library Specialist of the Library Services 
Branch, Office of Education, Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare. 


IBRARIANS might well ask themselves why the increasing nationwide 

concern for the aging and aged. Haven’t older people always been with 
us? And, in the case of public libraries, hasn’t the reader always been served 
regardless of his age? If the answer to both these questions is yes, as obviously 
it is, then librarians might well probe more deeply into the subject in order 
to learn more about the real nature of the problem and its implications to 
the public libraries of the Nation. 


The Current Scene 


Today, there are more older people than ever before—approximately 15 
million persons who are 65 years of age and over. They represent almost 9% 
of the total population of the United States. By 1970, it is estimated that 
this number will have increased to approximately 20 million. 

Despite some urban concentrations, small towns apparently have a higher 
proportion of older persons than do larger communities. Approximately 
13.5% of the total population of communities of under 1,000 population are 
65 years of age and over. This represents almost 5% more than the average 
for the country as a whole. 

The life expectancy of women is greater than that of men. For every 100 
women age 65 and over, there are approximately 85 men. This trend, it 
appears, may not only continue but become even more pronounced. 

For the older age group, the average number of years of schooling is con- 
siderably less than that of the country as a whole. The 1950 census revealed 
that adults 25 years of age and over had completed 9.3 school years while 
those 65 and over had completed only 8.2 years. By 1970, this disparity will 
apparently be even greater, with 12 school years the average for all adults 
of 25 and over, but only 8.7 years for those who are 65 plus. Strange as it 
may seem, illiteracy is still a problem in the United States. At the present 
time, over 1/5 of all persons over 60 are functionally illiterate—that is, they 
have had less than five years of formal schooling. 

There is increasing concern over the ability of our economy to support so 
large a non-productive proportion of our total population. One-fifth of the 
aged have annual incomes of between $1,000-$2,000, and 3/5 have annual 
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LET’S READ ALOUD 


A guide for those who read aloud to the aged 
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This montage comprises leaflets prepared by a number of public libraries on various 
aspects of service to the Aging, graphic evidence that libraries are already concerning 
themselves with this subject. 
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incomes of less than $1,000. The opportunities for gainful employment among 
those over 65 are very limited and retirement at this age is usually mandatory, 
although there is a growing interest in so-called ‘flexible retirement.” 

Coupled with the economic picture is the problem of the aged who are 
chronically ill. Although they represent only a small proportion, probably 
less than 5% of our aged, they present our communities with a serious prob- 
lem of health care and cost. 

It might be well at this point to mention the prevailing professional philos- 
ophy which emphasizes the importance of maintaining the aged in their own 
home setting as long as possible. Through a variety of programs such as the 
visiting nurse, meals-on-wheels, home-maker and other services, the older 
person remains part of his home community. Librarians will see the obvious 
and growing implications for shut-in service, a highly individualized and 
important kind of library program which may be difficult and seemingly 
prohibitive in terms of staff time needed. 

One of the greatest needs today is for an understanding public attitude 
about aging and its attendant problems. Our country has placed an emphasis 
upon youth and upon work. As a work-centered and oriented society, we need 
to understand the transition to and accept the full implications of lives which 
may have twenty years of retired living ahead. We must therefore develop a 
dynamic philosophy and understanding through which will come meaningful 
and acceptable alternatives to gainful employment. Toward this end, libraries 
and other educational agencies have an important leadership role to play. 
They must work toward several immediate and long-range objectives in the 
field of aging: 

@ Alert the community to the nature of the problem. 

@ Help change negative attitudes toward aging. 

@ Assist older people to function in their own right, with dignity and 

responsibility, and as contributing members of society. 

@ Help middle-aged adults prepare effectively and positively for their 

later years. 

It has been advocated, and rightly so, that we must anticipate and prepare 
as adequately for life after retirement as for our careers during the major 
work years. This calls for economic and financial planning, health main- 
tenance, adequate and appropriate housing, and learning how to accommodate 
ourselves purposefully and in a satisfying way to a life of leisure. 


The Role of the Public Library 


It is easy, when thinking of the older population, to assume that the public 
library has a single rather than a multiple role to play. Traditionally, the 
library is considered a nice, quiet and, hopefully, a warm place for the 
elderly to go for leisure time reading. Objections to this concept are two-fold. 


3 











First, the library program is expressed in passive terms, as a service available 
should anyone want to make use of it. Secondly, only one role of the public 
library is described. 

In its work with the aging and the aged, the library actually performs 
many roles and serves many publics. These should all be kept clearly in mind 
so that the full library potential can be realized. Among its several publics, 
the library should serve not only the older adult in his varied needs but also 
the middle-aged in their preparation for retirement. It should serve the 
families of the aged so they might better understand the nature of the aging 
‘process. It should serve the professional and volunteer worker with the aged: 
the social worker, the minister, the doctor, the health educator, the visiting 
nurse, the friendly visitor—to name but a few. It should serve the local com- 
munity as it works toward solutions to the many problems of the aging— 
whether housing, health, employment, income maintenance, recreation, or 
education. 

To some, this area of service may appear to be too highly specialized for 
public libraries, particularly the smaller ones. It should be emphasized, how- 
ever, that service in the field of aging is nothing more than a fulfillment of 
the traditional and multiple role of the public library—that of providing 
information, inspiration, recreation and culture, and to people of all ages 
and with varying educational and interest backgrounds. 

But how do we translate this into everyday service particularly in the 
smaller community? First, perhaps, must come a positive commitment to the 
concept that the library has an important contribution to make in the field 
of aging no matter how limited its resources or facilities; second should be 
an understanding that there is still much that a public library can do by 
integrating this specialized subject area into the library’s regular adult serv- 
ices programs, and without setting up a separate service to the older age 
group; third, that it is only one of the many subject areas and a service to 
only one age group for which the public library has a responsibility. No single 
aspect of a library’s program should ever be promoted to the detriment of 
any other. This can be as true in a library’s over-emphasis on work with 
children as now with its work with older adults. The most important aspect 
in planning is balance, for today’s public library bears a responsibility to 
and must serve the entire community regardless of age. 


The Library’s Collection 


How do you translate commitment, understanding and balance into the 
library’s book collection? Obviously no public library, regardless of size, will 
ever have all the funds it needs for a live, complete and dynamic collection. 
Basically, there are three sources for materials: purchase, gift and loan. As a 
suggested guide to selected materials for purchase in the smaller library, 
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Washday does not keep 
this elderly Massachusetts 
woman from getting a 
new supply of reading 
matter from the bookmo- 
bile. Photo courtesy Mass. 
Ext. Div. 





a few titles are listed at the end of this article. Every library, regardless of 
size, should have a representative selection of books in the field of aging. 

To augment the collection, it may be possible to tap two other sources: 
free materials of government and other agencies, and local gifts. Frequently 
single copies of Federal publications are available, as long as the supply lasts, 
by writing directly to the Publications Inquiry Unit of the agency which 
prepared the item. 

Now under preparation, and soon to be released, is a listing tentatively 
titled ‘Selected Government Publications Relating to the Aged and the 
Aging.” This list will be available shortly by writing to the Superintendent of 
Documents, Washington 25, D. C., and should be invaluable as a suggested 
guide to inexpensive or free materials. 

New items are frequently listed in the monthly publication AGING pub- 
lished by the Special Staff on Aging of the Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare. AGING presents in condensed form news of developments, 
programs, activities, research, and publications related to all aspects of the 
aging and the aged. The newsbulletin is available at $1.00 for a year’s sub- 
scription by writing to the Superintendent of Documents. 








Community groups and individuals are frequently interested in presenting 
the library with a memorial gift. Under library direction which will insure 
the selection of the best and most urgently needed materials, it may be 
possible to augment the library’s collection in this specialized area. 

Not to be overlooked is the added strength to local resources which comes 
through inter-library loan, either from the regional library or the State library, 
The State library can be called upon for the loan of specialized and technical 
materials, for the preparation of subject bibliographies in the field of aging, 
for assistance in book selection in this area, or for planning an effective and 
coordinated program for adults of all ages. 


Public Library Services 


From studies which have been made, it seems apparent that those over 65 
do not use the public library in proportion to their representation in the 
community, nor in proportion to the amount of free time available to them. 
Many older adults are not public library users today simply because they 
have never been library users. This means that library staffs must devise 
ways of introducing to the older person the many joys, satisfactions and 
practical values which come from regular library use. For those who are 
hospitalized or homebound, the library must meet the challenge of individual- 
ized service at a time when staff shortages might not suggest such an expansion 
program. 


A number of smaller communities have met the problem of providing | 





shut-in service in a practical and resourceful manner, particularly through | 


cooperative planning with other community agencies and through the use of 


volunteers. Basic to the success of cooperative ventures is full and complete 


understanding of the objectives of such a program and a careful delineation — 
of responsibility. Under the supervision of the librarian, members of church | 
circles, women’s service organizations, and frequently youth groups can be | 
helpful in delivering library books to the homebound and those in nursing or | 
convalescent homes. The responsibility for the selection of appropriate mate- | 
rial, however, remains with the library staff. As frequently as scheduling | 
permits, the staff should check to see that the service is satisfactory, that it | 


is really meeting a need, and that the shut-in service is truly a library pro- 


gram, one which has not become only “friendly visiting.” This is not to | 


deprecate the friendly visiting program, for it is certainly an important and 


vital community service. However, for lack of careful supervision, many a | 
public library program to shut-ins has lost its initial purpose and direction, © 


and become only a social rather than an educational, recreational and cultural 
activity. 

An essential preliminary to a successful volunteer program is the careful 
screening and orientation of all those who are interested in assisting the 
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library. Communication is another important aspect of shut-in service since 
the librarian is greatly dependent on the volunteer for liaison between the 
reader and the library’s book collection. 

Good mental and physical health are important to successful aging, and 
libraries can play a significant role in their achievement and maintenance. 
Books on health and nutrition, books for recreation and inspiration, books on 
hobbies and travel—all these can contribute substantially to the well-being 
of the individual, and their importance should not be minimized nor over- 
looked. 

For those whose vision is limited, books with large print* may be needed; 
for those who are sightless, there are Braille books, Talking Books,j and 
recordings; for those who are hospitalized or bedridden, there are ceiling 
projected books; and for those who are far from the local library, there is the 
bookmobile or parcel post. 


Publicity and Public Relations 


The best of library collections and the best of public services are of no 
avail unless the community is fully aware of them. People must be stimulated 
into the use of local library resources. However, before this is possible, they 
must be alerted and reminded constantly that the public library actually 
exists, and that it exists only to serve the community in its varied needs. 

How is this done? Librarians must use every possible device: newspaper 
articles, booklists, talks to groups and organizations, displays both in and 
out of the library, radio spot announcements, and attendance at business 
meetings of welfare and service agencies. 

This calls for a dynamic approach through which the library becomes part 
of the total community effort. One of the public library’s greatest assets 
toward this end is its adaptability and flexibility. The library can provide a 
variety of materials which include not only books but also magazines, news- 
papers, recordings, films, maps, pamphlets, works of art, and documents. 
These materials are not only varied by type but also by subject, interest, and 
learning levels. Not only can the library work with individuals of all ages 
but also with groups and organizations which serve the various age groups. 
Not only can the library make unique contributions because of its resources 
and flexibility in their use, but it can also reinforce and strengthen the pro- 
grams of other agencies, thereby adding to the total community effort. 





* Matson, Charlotte and Lola Larson. BOOKS FOR TIRED EYES; 4th ed. Chicago: 
American Library Association, 1951. 

tFor information on the location and resources of the 28 regional distributing centers 
providing Talking Books and Books in Braille, contact the Division for the Blind, 
Library of Congress, Washington 25, D.C. 
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Conclusion 


It takes planning to provide an adequate library program in the field of 
aging and planning takes time. Several steps appear necessary. The initial 
one would be a careful analysis and understanding of the library’s total 
objectives and goals; next, an identification of the precise and unique ways 
in which the public library can serve the community so as to complement, 
supplement, but not duplicate, other existing educational programs and serv- 
ices; and finally, among the many significant activities and services which 
need to be undertaken, priorities must be established while still maintaining 
a balanced program. 

For those who do take the time to work in the field of aging, there will be 
the satisfaction of reaching and serving a group of people who form an impor- 
tant segment of our communities, and whose contributions to the culture, 


economy and welfare of society need not cease because they are now age 65 
or over. 





Youth and old age share 
the pleasures of the library 
at Francestown, N. H. 
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Suggested Library Materials In The Field Of Aging 


With so many publications now available, it is becoming increasingly 
difficult for the librarian to select items of general interest and use. This list- 
ing may be helpful, particularly for the smaller community—those beginning 
a collection and those wishing to add a few basic items at this time. 


Arthur, Julietta K. HOW TO HELP OLD- 
ER PEOPLE; A Guide for You and 
Your Family. Lippincott, 1954. 


Buckley, Joseph C. THE RETIREMENT 
HANDBOOK; A _ Complete Planning 
Guide to Your Future. Rev. ed. Harper, 
1956. 


Corson, John J. and John W. McConnell. 

ECONOMIC NEEDS OF OLDER 
PEOPLE. Twentieth Century Fund, 
1956. 


Cowdry, E. V., ed. THE CARE OF THE 
GERIATRIC PATIENT. Mosby, 1958. 


EDUCATION ON THE AGING; A Se- 
lected Bibliography. U. S. Department 
of Health, Education, and Welfare. Office 
of Education. GPO, 1958. 


Donahue, Wilma, Woodrow W. Hunter 

and others, editors. FREE TIME: 
CHALLENGE TO LATER MATU- 
RITY. Univ. of Mich. Press, 1958. 


Frazier, Loudell and Dorothy L. Gebhart. 
THE COMMUNITY AND INSTITU- 
TIONS FOR AGED. American Public 
Welfare Assoc., 1957. (Pamphlet) 


Friedmann, Eugene. RETIREMENT —A 
NEW WAY OF LIFE: A Guide to the 
Later Years. Univ. of Wisconsin Ext. 
Div., 1956. (Pamphlet) 


Havighurst, Robert J. and Ruth Albrecht. 
OLDER PEOPLE. Longmans, Green, 
1953. 


Hoge, Evelyn Brown. DEVELOPING 
CLUBS FOR OLDER PEOPLE. Ameri- 
can Public Welfare Association, 1954. 
(Pamphlet) 


International Conference on the Church 
and Older People. THE FULFILL- 
MENT YEARS IN CHRISTIAN EDU- 
CATION: a Program for Older Persons. 
National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U. S. A., 1953. (Pamphlet) 


Kempfer, Homer. EDUCATION FOR A 
LONG AND USEFUL LIFE. U. S. De- 
partment of Health, Education, and 
Welfare. Office of Education. GPO, re- 
printed 1957. (Pamphlet) 


McCarthy, Henry L. DAY CENTERS 
FOR OLDER PEOPLE. American Pub- 
lic Welfare Association, 1954. (Pam- 
phlet) 


MOTION PICTURES, RECORDINGS 
ON AGING. U. S. Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare. GPO, 
1958. 


SELECTED REFERENCES ON AGING; 
An Annotated Bibliography. U. S. De- 
partment of Health, Education, and 
Welfare. GPO, 1959. 


Stafford, Virginia and Larry Eisenberg. 
FUN FOR OLDER ADULTS. Parth- 
enon, 1956. 


Stern, Edith M. and Mabel Ross. YOU 
AND YOUR AGING PARENTS. A. A. 
Wyn, 1952. 


Stieglitz, Edward J. THE SECOND 
FORTY YEARS. Lippincott, 1952. 


Watkins, Elizabeth G. FRIENDLY VIS- 
ITORS. American Public Welfare As- 
sociation, 1955. (Pamphlet) 
















LIBRARY SERVICE TO THE AGING 


by 
EMIL W. ALLEN, JR. 


Assistant State Librarian, New Hampshire Siate Library 


N 1960, at the invitation of President Eisenhower, a White House Con- 

ference on Aging will take place. There has been increasing concern in 
recent years with the obligation for meeting the special needs of the ever- 
growing percentage of our population over age 65. The purpose of the White 
House Conference will be to examine the problems and potentialities in the 
field of aging, and to develop a truly national expression of the goals of our 
people for living in later years. 

In preparation for this Conference, an Institute on Library Service to 
an Aging Population was held in connection with the ALA Conference in 
Washington, June 22-26. Five well-planned early morning meetings, attended 
by over 300 librarians, included panel discussions and speeches by such 
experts as the Hon. Bertha S. Adkins, Under Secretary of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare, and Miss Ollie A. Randall, Vice 
Chairman of the National Committee on the Aging. 


Percentage of Aging in N. H. and Vt. 


This Institute was of especial importance to librarians from Vermont 
and New Hampshire, for both states face a serious problem in the field of 
aging. Statistics show that in 1957, persons over 65 accounted for 11.6% of 
the population of Vermont, and 11.0% of that of New Hampshire. Nation- 
ally, Vermont stood first in total percentage of population over 65, and New 
Hampshire third. These same figures show that 21.1% of Vermont’s citizens 
and 21.7% of New Hampshire’s are between the ages of 45 and 64. This 
group will be graduating into the ranks of the aging during the next two 
decades. It is obvious that the problem of the aging is of long term import- 
ance to thinking citizens of both states, including librarians. 


Unique Problems of Aging 


Great emphasis was given to the unique problems which aging persons 
face. Most important is the increase of compulsory retirement at age 65. For | 
many dedicated workers, this sudden cut-off leaves them with much leisure q 
time, and no constructive plans for using it. Often the retired person devotes 
himself to worry—and he more often than not has lots to worry about. 
Other retired workers have looked forward to their retirement as a time 
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when they can accomplish many of the things that they did not have time 
for previously. Unfortunately, most of these projects cost money, and a 
majority of older folk face life with greatly reduced incomes. They not only 
must learn to budget these inadequate funds to cover everyday expenses, but 
most older folk face unexpected, but usually inevitable, illnesses that accom- 
pany aging. 

Reduced income and/or illness many times means moving from familiar 
surroundings to a smaller apartment or a nursing home. Large numbers of 
people find it difficult to adjust to such a violent transition, and suffer great 
loneliness and unhappiness. 

These are some of the major problems faced by aging citizens, and it 
is imperative that librarians be fully cognizant of them. The remainder of 
the institute explored ways libraries can give specific help to the aging. 


Libraries can help the aging 


The most important ingredient to successful service to aging persons is 
to make certain they realize that the library stands ready to assist them. 
In this respect, it is also advisable to work closely with the 45-64 age group, 
in an effort to make them library-oriented people. If this group already has 
the library habit, they will tend to carry it over into retirement. Too many 
busy people reach age 65 without having developed leisure time habits that 
can be utilized when their physical condition indicates a more sedate way of 
life. Many in this 45-64 group can be prepared for an active and happy 
retirement through the abundance of printed materials now available on 
retirement. 


Social and discussion groups 


For the 65 plus group, special organizations have been popular. Under 
such names as Senior Citizens Clubs and Golden Age Clubs, these people 
meet regularly for activities especially suited to them. Many libraries, such 
as the one in Laconia, N. H., have sponsored such groups, and provide speak- 
ers and films for their meetings. 

Older people should also be actively recruited for regular adult discus- 
sion groups held in the library, such as World Politics, Great Decisions, etc. 
With a lifetime of fruitful experience behind them, they can make a valuable 
contribution to such groups. 

Many libraries provide regular book service to shut-ins, both in their 
own homes and in nursing homes. Volunteers, such as the Rainbow Girls and 
the Boy Scouts, will often assist in such a project. In one small New Hamp- 
shire town, such shut-in service is gleefully handled by a spry youngster of 
80-odd. 
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It is important to make access to libraries as convenient as possible. New 
libraries can, and should, be built with street-level entrances, which are much 
easier for older people. Other libraries, burdened with long flights of steps 
which may frighten away the wary oldster, should make every effort to sur- § 
mount this physical and psychological barrier. 

A library must publicize its availability and willingness to give service 
to this large percentage of its potential public. A gracious welcome and gen- 
uine enthusiasm for their needs will go a long way toward establishing a 
good relationship. The library should participate in any community-wide 
planning involving aging persons, in order to publicize further its leading role 
in this field. 


Objectives of the Institute 


Every librarian should take to heart the fine objectives of the Institute. 
They might well serve as a pattern for developing such services in your 
community. The objectives were: to help librarians to recognize and define 
their responsibility for (a) serving as a source of information on all aspects 
of the aging process; (b) making people of all ages aware of the problems, 
and of availability of materials about these problems; (c) cooperating with, 











The first meeting of the New Hampshire committee for National Library Week was 
held in Concord on January 12th. Over thirty citizens, representing all aspects of New © 
Hampshire life, were present. Pictured above are four members of the committee, left to © 
right: Mrs. Wesley Powell, wife of the Governor; Chief Justice Frank R. Kenison, of © 
the N. H. Supreme Court, state chairman; Miss Lucille Chandonnet, assistant librarian § 
for the Manchester City Library, assistant executive director of NLW; and Mr. Emil W. | 
Allen, Jr., Assistant State Librarian, executive director of NLW. 
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stimulating, and supplementing the work of community agencies responsible 
for working with and planning for older people; (d) meeting directly the 
special educational needs of the older individual, either singly or in groups; 
(e) aiding those working with older people, either as volunteers or as pro- 
fessionals; (f) helping the individual adult to prepare for his later years; (g) 
developing knowledge of some types of library services with which to carry 
out that responsibility. 

The public library has long given special attention to service to children. 
teenagers, students, the blind, etc. It is increasingly obvious that similar 
services to the aging is long overdue. 





new hampshire ' 


LIBRARIES 






Miss Dorothy M. Vaughan, PORTSMOUTH librarian, received the 1960 
Book of Golden Deeds Award given by the local Exchange Club, “for her 
many years of service to the community.” The Portsmouth Herald in an 
editorial said that the Club had “made a fitting and popular choice” and that 
Miss Vaughan was an “unusually worthy recipient.” 

Miss Siri M. Andrews, CONCORD librarian, has announced her retirement 
effective as soon as a successor can be named. Miss Andrews, nationally- 
known for her work with children and young people, will continue to live 
in Concord. 

Four libraries, WOODSVILLE, LYME, ORFORD, and PIERMONT, are 
pioneering with a new cooperative book purchasing plan. These libraries, to 
be followed by about fifteen others throughout the state, have agreed to order 
their beoks directly through the State Library. Benefitting from the latter’s 
much greater discount, they will stretch their book buying dollar. If success- 
ful, this pilot project may later be expanded so that any library in the state 
can participate. 

Did you know that in 1958 New Hampshire’s 238 libraries added almost 
200,000 new books to their collections, and spent $950,000 for all phases of 
public library work? This amounts to $1.76 per person. Total circulation was 
3,214,795, or six books per capita. Only 3,962 citizens of New Hampshire 
live in towns that lack a public library. 
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TODAY’S PARENTS 


(This bibliography continued from last issue) 


SEX EDUCATION 
FOR CHILDREN 
AND YOUNG PEOPLE 


Beck, Lester F. HUMAN GROWTH; the 
story of how life begins and goes on 
1949. Harcourt, $2.50. 


An explanation of sex for boys, girls. par- 
ents and teachers with questions children 
are likely to ask. 


Bundesen, Herman N. TOWARD MAN- 
HOOD. 1951. Lippincott, $2.95. 


A clear presentation of sex and sex prob- 
lems that arise in adolescent years. 


Corner, George W. ATTAINING MAN- 
HOOD; a doctor talks to boys about 
sex. 2nd ed. rev. & enl. 1952. Harper, 
$1.50. 


A book about sex suited to the boy of high 
school age. 


ie . ATTAINING WOMAN- 

HOOD; a doctor talks to girls about 
sex. 2nd ed. rev. & enl. 1952. Harper, 
$1.50. 


A scientific account of sex and human re- 
production intended for girls of high 
school age. 


DeSchweinitz, Karl. GROWING UP. 3rd 
ed. 1953. Macmillan, $2.25. 


Sex is discussed in simple terms for chil- 
dren between the ages of six and twelve 
on how we become alive, are born and 
grow up. 


Doyle, Charles H. BLAME NO ONE BUT 
YOURSELF! MARRIAGE COUNSELS 
TO TEENAGERS AND ALL THOSE 
CONTEMPLATING WEDLOCK. 1955. 
Nugent, $3.00. 


Intended for Catholic readers. 
Duvall, Evelyn R. FACTS OF LIFE AND 


LOVE FOR THE TEEN AGERS. Rev. 
ed. 1956. Association Press, $3.50. 


Sex instruction and sexual ethics written 
for the teen ager. 
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Gruenberg, Sidonie M. THE WONDER- 
FUL STORY OF HOW YOU WERE 
BORN. 1952. Hanover House, $2.00. 


Answers the young and older child’s ques- 
tions about how babies are born as well as 
questions on sex and birth. 


Levine, Milton I. A BABY IS BORN;; the 
story of how life begins. 1949. Simon 
and Schuster, $2.75. 


Facts are given in a straightforward man- 
ner. 


Lerrigo, Marion O. WHAT’S HAPPEN- 
ING TO ME? Sex education for the 
teen ager. 1955. Dutton, $2.00. 


Addressed to teen agers, it covers the 
physical and emotional changes of adoles- 
cence. 


Strain, Frances. BEING BORN. Rev. & 
enl. ed. 1954. Appleton, $2.75. Sex in- 
struction intended for boys and girls as 
soon as they begin to ask questions 
about the subject. 


THE RESTLESS TEENS 


Duvall, Evelyn R. ART OF DATING. 
1958. Association Press, $2.50. 


An expert gives advice on behavior and 
etiquette. 


Fedder, Ruth. GIRL GROWS UP. 3rd ed. 
1957. McGraw, $3.95. 


Adolescence and conduct of life at home 
and with peers. 


Gallagher, James Roswell and Harris, 
Herbert I. EMOTIONAL PROBLEMS 
OF ADOLESCENTS. 1958. Oxford, 
$3.50. 


Two physicians experienced in practice 
with teen-agers emphasize understanding 
the individual young person, and what 
adults can do to ease the transition from 
dependence to maturity. 
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Arthur S. TIME OUT FOR 


Gregor, 
YOUTH. 1951. Macmillan, $3.00. 


Teen age problems discussed. 


Landis, Judson T. TEEN AGERS’ GUIDE 
FOR LIVING. 1957. Prentice - Hall, 
$3.95. 


A comprehensive guide for teen agers con- 
cerned with the problems of their age 
level. 


Menninger, William C. & others. HOW TO 
BE A SUCCESSFUL TEEN AGER. 
1954. Sterling, $2.95. 


How to overcome difficulties. 


Osborne, Ernest G. UNDERSTANDING 
YOUR PARENTS. 1956. Association 
Press, $1.75. 


Strain, Frances. LOVE AT THE 
THRESHOLD; a book on social dating, 
romance and marriage. 1952. Appleton, 
$3.75. 


Physical, emotional aspects of courtship 
and marriage discussed in a _ non-senti- 
mental manner for teen agers. 


. esas _.... TEEN DAYS; a 
book for boys and girls. 1946. Appleton, 
$3.00. 


The first aim of TEEN DAYS is to allay 
the frequent fears and uncertainties which 
fill boys and girls during their maturing 
years. 


UNDERSTANDING OUR CHILDREN 


Baruch, Dorothy. HOW TO LIVE WITH 
YOUR TEEN AGER. 1953. McGraw, 
$3.75. 


Discussion of parent-child tensions. 


Ellenwood, James L. QUESTIONS PAR- 
ENTS ASK. 1955. Dutton, $2.50. 


Some parental do’s and dont’s in bringing 
up children. 


Frank, Mary and Lawrence. HOW TO 
HELP YOUR CHILD IN SCHOOL. 
1950, Viking, $2.95. 
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Soe Saeed at la YOUR ADOLESCENT 
AT HOME AND IN SCHOOL. 1951. 
Viking, $3.95. 


Expert counseling on the maturing process. 


Fromme, Allan. PARENTS HANDBOOK. 
1956. Simon and Schuster, $3.95. 


Aimed at helping parents understand, 
anticipate and help solve children’s emo- 
tional problems. 


Gruenberg, Sidonie M. PARENTS’ 
GUIDE TO EVERYDAY PROBLEMS 
OF BOYS AND GIRLS; helping your 
child from 5 to 12. 1958. Random, $4.95. 


The problems of children and their par- 
ents, as individuals and as a family. 


Hymes, James L. UNDERSTANDING 
YOUR CHILD. 1952. Prentice - Hall, 
$2.95. 


How to understand children who are 


basically all different. 


Jenkins, Gladys G. and others. THESE 
ARE OUR CHILDREN. 1953. Scott, 
$5.35. 


Typical behavior patterns of normal chil- 
dren from age five to adolescence. 


Jersild, Arthur T. PSYCHOLOGY OF 
ADOLESCENCE. 1957. Macmillan, 
$5.00. 


A study of the behavior, development and 
emotional life of the adolescent covering 
his fears, joys and anxieties. 


Landis, Paul H. UNDERSTANDING 
TEEN AGERS. 1955. Appleton, $3.00. 


A guide to parent-child tensions and rela- 
tionships. 


Wilkes, Edward T. FAMILY GUIDE TO 
TEENAGE HEALTH. 1958. Ronald, 
$4.00. 


DEVELOPMENT THROUGH PLAY 


Carlson, Bernice W. MAKE IT YOUR- 
SELF. 1950. Abingdon, $2.00. 


Several hundred easy to do projects with 
clear directions and helpful pictures, made 
of materials that are inexpensive and easy 
to find. 








Cherner, Norman. HOW TO BUILD 
CHILDREN’S TOYS AND FURNI- 
TURE. 1954. McGraw, $3.95. 


The projects are limited to wood as a 
construction material. 


Eisenberg, Helen and Larry. FAMILY 
FUN BOOK. 1953. Association Press, 
$2.95. 


Family games in and out of the home. 


Frankel, Lillian & Godfrey. WHAT TO 
DO WITH YOUR PRESCHOOLER ; 
enjoyable activities for children 2-5 
years old. 1953. Sterling, $2.50. 


Hartley, Ruth E. & others. UNDER- 
STANDING CHILDREN’S PLAY. 
1952. Columbia Univ. Press, $3.50. 


An insight into normal growth processes 
through the use of play materials. 


Hawkins, Reginald R. EASY TO MAKE 
OUTDOOR PLAY EQUIPMENT. 1957. 
Macmillan, $2.95. 


Gives detailed instructions for the build- 
ing of 40 varied pieces of play equipment 
for children: sandboxes, swings, gyms, 
playhouses, etc. 


Hein, Lucille E. ENJOY YOUR CHIL- 
DREN. 1959. Abingdon, $3.50. 


Ideas for play and craft activities for chil- 
dren from ages 7 to 12. 


Horwich, Frances. HAVE FUN 
YOUR CHILDREN. 
Hall, $2.95. 


WITH 
1954. Prentice- 


Hunt, W. B. GOLDEN BOOK OF 
CRAFTS AND HOBBIES. 1957. Golden 
Books, $1.95. 


A wide variety of crafts and hobbies with 
step by step instructions. 


Lincoln, Martha P. & Matharine Torrey. 
WORKSHOP BOOK FOR PARENTS 
AND CHILDREN. 1955. Houghton, 
$5.00. 


Working with children in arts and crafts 
from age four. 


..» A WORKSHOP OF 
YOUR OWN. 1959. Houghton, $2.50. 


Designed to help children ages 8-11 to 


acquire skills which will give them free- 


dom and satisfaction 
wood and tools. 


in working with 


Zarchy, Harry. LET’S MAKE MORE 
THINGS. 1943. Knopf, $3.00. 


Foolproof ideas for beginners with easy 
instructions. 


CHILDREN AND READING 


Duff, Annis. BEQUEST OF WINGS; a 
family’s pleasures with books. 1944. Vik- 
ing, $2.50. 


How the Duff family introduced books 
and reading to their children with sugges- 
tions for books, stories and poems to be 
used in the home. 


nae . LONGER FLIGHT; a 
family grows up with books. 1955. Vik- 
ing, $3.00. 


A continuation of BEQUEST OF WINGS. 


Eakin, Mary K. GOOD BOOKS FOR 
CHILDREN;; a selection of outstanding 
children’s books published 1948-59. 1959. 
University of Chicago, $5.95. 


Eaton, Anne T. TREASURE FOR THE 
TAKING. Rev. ed. 1957. Viking, $4.00. 


Fenner, Phyllis. PROOF OF THE PUD- 
DING. 1957. Day, $3.95. 


An experienced school librarian reports 
that children like to read and discusses 
how they can be encouraged to read more. 


Larrick, Nancy. A PARENT’S GUIDE 
TO CHILDREN’S READING; for par- 
ents of pre-school and elementary school 
boys and girls. 1958. Doubleday, $2.95. 
(Paper, 35c). 


New HaAmpsnHiIreE STATE LIBRARY 
1960 


ERIE TL 
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LIBRARIES 


The BRATTLEBORO Public Library and Recreation Department are 
having a weekly Story Hour for children in the lower grades. The Library 
is assisting the Great Decisions program with a display of books and related 
reading materials. One group will meet at the library weekly. Each group 
will study a specific problem facing the United States and meet weekly for 
discussion. In line with present day improved library practices the library 
has changed its loan period. All books except recent fiction and non-fiction 
will be loaned for 28 days. Recent books will be loaned for 14 days. This 
change will eliminate multiple files and save clerical staff time. Better service 
to all library patrons will be possible. 

The MORRISTOWN Public Library is being remodeled to provide ex- 
panded reference service for the community. The new space will make it 
possible to improve all library services. 

The NORTH HERO Public Library is being catalogued with the assistance 
of the Free Public Library Commission staff from St. Albans. New books for 
children and adults are attracting people to the library. 

The POWNAL Public Library has added new Vermont books for adults 
and children. This has been made possible by funds given in memory of Mrs. 
Estelle D. Potter, who was an enthusiastic library patron. 

The RUTLAND Public Library is adding a new service “Book Service 
For Shut-Ins.”’ Any chronically ill, convalescent or handicapped resident of 
Rutland can call the library and receive this service. The librarian will make 
the initial visit to the borrower’s home to make the arrangements and learn 
what type of reading matter is wanted. Books will be delivered to private 
and convalescent homes once a month. The Children’s Film Programs have 
brought “The Other America” to the children of Rutland each Saturday 
morning with books available for further enjoyment of these neighboring 
countries. 

The WEST DOVER Public Library is being weeded with the assistance 
of the Free Public Library Commission Staff from Brattleboro. Plans have 
been made to increase the book collection and expand. the library services in 
the community. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


This is a highly selective list, carefully chosen especially for small li- 
braries in towns under 10,000 population. These are all books published 
within the last six months, hence no publication date is indicated. 

Classification numbers are included for non-fiction as a further con- 


venience. 


*Starred items are recommended for Young People. 


ADULT NON-FICTION 


Cuartes D. Maurer, JR. 
Extension Librarian 
Keene Branch, N. H. State Library 


ADVENTURE—GEOGRAPHY— 
TRAVEL 


Hahn, Emily. THE TIGER HOUSE 
PARTY. Doubleday, $3.50. 


A newspaper report piqued the author’s 
curiosity about the current role of the “ex- 
tinct” maharajahs of India. By making use 
of political connections in Bombay, Miss 
Hahn was able both to meet a group of 
ex-potentates and to participate in the 
house party which accompanied a tiger 
hunt. As a matter of fact, she and three 
other women, two of them Englishwomen, 
were invited to serve as blind dates at this 
function, where they were seen more than 
heard. The role of the women on the tiger 
hunt itself will be especially amusing to 
women readers of this sophisticated, light 
travel report. 915.4 


Land, Elizabeth. TVENTY SECONDS TO 
LIVE. Dutton, $3.25. 


The B-47 is a six-engine jet bomber, with 
much of its huge bulk devoted to carrying 
fuel supplies, a factor accounting for the 
plane’s high combustibility state in the 
event of an explosion. This book describes 
the experiences of four Air Force men on 
what began as a routine night flight and 
ended with one of them receiving peace- 
time’s highest award for heroism. As far 
as Lieutenant Obenauf was concerned, it 
was a matter of being unable to make 
himself bail out when a fellow flyer lay 
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unconscious in a stricken plane. A very 
good account of modern Air Force bomber 
flying, and also a reminder that even in 
this era of automation the individual with 
his resources of skills and bravery remains 
indispensable. 358 


Thesiger, Wilfred. 
Dutton, $5.95. 


ARABIAN SANDS. 


This account of the five years spent by an 
Englishman surveying locust movements in 
the Empty Quarter, or southern desert of 
Arabia, contains the flavor of a culture 
which modern forces have altered within 
the past decade. The author, only the third 
European to cross the huge wilderness of 
nearly half a million square miles, pos- 
sessed a background which enabled him to 
live and even to think much as did his 
Bedouin Arab companions. Among the dis- 
comforts and dangers shared by all were 
the small rations of food and water, hostile 
tribesmen, quicksand, sandstorms, and, of 
course, the terrific heat. Nearly 80 photo- 
graphs and maps add to this engrossing 
story of modern adventure in Arabia. 915.3 


BIOGRAPHY 


Keaton, Buster with Charles Samuels. MY 
WONDERFUL WORLD OF _ SLAP- 
STICK. Doubleday, $4.50. 


During his early childhood acting career, 7 
Buster Keaton became aware that achieve- 
ment of success as a comedian required | 
that he deadpan and consistently present 7 
an appearance of general sadness. Ignor- | 
ing the warnings of his father, a veteran | 


vaudeville performer who believed that | 


movies were only a passing fad, young 
Buster joined the comedy picture field with 
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Fatty Arbuckle and attained tremendous 
artistic and financial success through this 
medium. In this book, which describes his 
leaner years as well as the good ones, the 
writing style combines with Keaton’s recol- 
lections for lively and entertaining reading. 
The humor throughout does not wear thin. 


Magnuson, Paul B. RING THE NIGHT 
BELL. Little, $5.00. 


One of the outstanding character traits of 
Dr. Magnuson has been his fighting spirit, 
demonstrated on many occasions. Washing- 
ton bureaucrats, who after five years were 
finally successful in getting him removed 
from his post as medical director of the 
Veterans Administration, can attest to this 
fact, since his firing took place only after 
his program of reforms had been adopted. 
Depicts a broad range of surgical cases, 
from the miraculous to the hopeless, and 
details as well the terms of a medical ap- 
prenticeship of fifty years ago. A lively 
biography of a dynamic man which should 
have a wide appeal. 


BOOKS AND READING 


Hanna, Geneva R., and Mariana K. Mc- 
Allister, BOOKS, YOUNG PEOPLE, & 
READING GUIDANCE. Harper, $3.50. 


A teacher and a librarian combine to pre- 
sent the point of view that most young 
people need guidance and encouragement 
in order truly to discover the world of 
books. Reading maturity, they state, in- 
volves increasing one’s knowledge, one’s 
self-insight, and the development of a 
social conscience. Interested adults can 
better help steer adolescents toward read- 
ing maturity if they themselves understand 
what young people’s needs and _ interests 
are, and how proper book selection can 
function to serve best in these areas. This 
thoughtful and well written study suggests 
that prescription for each individual, as 
opposed to old-fashioned lists which fail 
even to achieve their stated purposes, is 
the obligation of every teacher and libra- 
rian interested in the reading done by 
young people. 028.5 
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CRAFTS—HOBBIES—SPORTS 


Cole, Ann Kilborn. THE BEGINNING 
ANTIQUE COLLECTOR’S HAND- 
BOOK. McKay, $4.95. 


Offers advice which may help beginning 
collectors of antiques to avoid the discour- 
agements which often cause a collector to 
abandon his hobby. Mrs. Cole discusses 
types of collecting appropriate to the indi- 
vidual collector and where and when this 
collecting can best be done. Gives pertinent 
information, also, on insuring, displaying, 
and disposing of collections. Appendices 
include lists of collectors’ associations, and 
a general guide to approximately 1000 
different antique items, grouped within 71 
broad categories, such as furniture, silver, 
glass, china, brass, boxes, bells, buttons, 
jewelry, and games. Useful for reference. 
749 


Guild, Vera P. GOOD HOUSEKEEP- 
ING’S COMPLETE BOOK OF 
NEEDLECRAFT. Doubleday, $7.95. 


Fourteen chapters offer step-by-step details 
of various phases of needlework, and are 
aimed at the beginner and the accom- 
plished worker alike. Adding to the use- 
fulness of this work, which features nu- 
merous drawings and photographs, is an 
excellent index of over seventeen pages. A 
good one-volume reference work for read- 
ers looking either for general information 
on needleworking or for specific patterns 
and ideas. 746.4 


Collier, Richard. THE CITY THAT 
WOULD NOT DIE. Dutton, $4.50. 


Description, through reports of nearly 600 
eyewitnesses, of the May 10-11, 1941 air 
raid, London’s heaviest. Immediately prior 
to that night, optimism had been increas- 
ing in London with the belief that the 
worst had passed, since recent heavy losses 
of German planes seemed to call for in- 
creasingly lighter raids. German retaliation 
for the heavy British raids of that spring 
overcame this factor, however, and the 
account of this one night serves to depict 
the fear, suffering, and waste which ac- 
company this phase of warfare even when 
conducted with older conventional weap- 
ons. 940.54 








*Duffus, R. L. THE WATERBURY REC- 
ORD. Norton, $3.95. 


Mr. Duffus again reviews for us the flavor 
of Vermont life near the beginning of this 
century in this sequel to WILLIAMS- 
TOWN BRANCH. Following his gradua- 
tion as class valedictorian in 1605, he be- 
gan working on a full-time basis under the 
local newspaper editor, with a plan of 
entering college after a year of this work. 
As a rather shy and very observant young 
man, Mr. Duffus ably noted and studied 
the makeup of the town’s individual cit- 
izenry, people like his boss, the doctor, the 
lawyer, the Congregational minister, and 
others whom he now recreates in a kindly 
but honest fashion. Excellent reminiscence 
and local color material. 974.3 


Weems, John E. RACE FOR THE POLE. 
Holt, $4.50. 


Plans for reaching the North Pole were 
already being formulated during Colum- 
bus’s time. The climax of several centuries 
of striving came in 1909 when Commander 
Robert E. Peary and Dr. Frederick A. 
Cook each claimed to be the first to have 
reached this coveted goal. Mr. Weems re- 
searches these two conflicting claims, and 
while he seems to indicate a_ leaning 
towards Peary’s side of the controversy, he 
also states reasons for supporting Cook’s 
claim. A factor which contributes to the 
difficulty of finally settling the dispute is 
that the North Pole, unlike the South Pole, 
is located on moving ice. Good popular 
account of a famous controversy in Ameri- 
can history. 998 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 


Allen, George N. UNDERCOVER 
TEACHER. Doubleday, $3.50. 


A New York World Telegram reporter 
writes here of teaching practices in a 
Brooklyn junior high school where, on 
undercover newspaper assignment, he 
served as a faculty member for two 
months. While he notes the broad gap 
which exists between educational theory 
and practice, his main emphasis is upon 
the almost hopeless situation faced by the 
academically ungifted pupils and_ their 
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teachers alike, and of the constant threat 
of violent outbursts on the part of emo- 
tionally disturbed children who probably 
do not belong in public schools. The read- 
er obtains an impression of authenticity 
and objectivity throughout this work 
which follows the sixteen front page news- 
paper articles written by Mr. Allen in 
November, 1958. A factual and non-sen- 
sational account of one phase of a most 
important current domestic issue, rendered 
in excellent reportorial fashion. 373 


Frank, Martin M. DIARY OF A D.A, 
Holt, $3.95. 


A former assistant district attorney, now a 
New York judge, recalls outstanding cases 
which took place during his sixteen years 
as a prosecutor. Within the detailing of 
these cases, Judge Frank emphasizes the 
effort made by conscientious district at- 
torneys to determine probable guilt before 
prosecuting. He also underscores the huge 
amounts of work which can be involved in 
tracking down a suspect, especially where 
lack of a previous criminal record means 
a corresponding lack of helpful photo- 
graphs or fingerprints on file. The style of 
writing is colloquial in a book which 
should have a broad popular appeal. 364.1 


Hughes, Emmet John. AMERICA THE 
VINCIBLE. Doubleday, $3.95. 


The foreign news director of LIFE and 
TIME. magazines reflects on America’s 
present position in the world scene and 
upon our progress during the 1950’s. He 
cites examples which may indicate that 
truly we have come to the end of an era 
as we enter the 1960’s, and he feels that 
it is very important that we ponder the 
question of where we are going and ex- 
amine information about where we have 
been. Mr. Hughes analyzes our recent past 
and our present in terms of our diplomacy, 
the language of our democracy, and our 
present precarious position of being on 
trial, and emphasizes that the rule of dem- 
ocracy requires the sovereignty of truth. 
The author states that our thoughts and 
actions as a nation must show an honest 
and progressive development in the crucial 
years to come, if the democratic way is to 
remain strong and continue its growth. An 











articulation of subject matter 


unusual 
which is extremely important to us all. 327 


OCCUPATIONAL OUTLOOK HAND- 
BOOK: EMPLOYMENT INFORMA- 
TION ON MAJOR OCCUPATIONS 
FOR USE IN GUIDANCE. U. S. Dept. 
of Labor. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
(Bulletin No. 1255). 1959 Edition, Supt. 
of Documents, $4.25. 


A new and larger (785 pages) edition of a 
most useful reference tool. All the major 
occupations are discussed in detail. Gives 
the employment outlook, salaries, educa- 
tional requirements, etc. of each job. 
Sources of further information are listed. 


Ideal for use by _ high-school students. 
Paperbound. 371.425 
Scott, John. DEMOCRACY IS NOT 


ENOUGH. Harcourt, $3.95. 


An underdeveloped area of the world is 
defined, for the purpose of this book, as 
one in which per capita income is less than 
$200 and where the adult illiteracy rate 
exceeds 50%. Mr. Scott, an exceptionally 
widely travelled observer who now is 
special assistant to the publisher of TIME, 
analyzes each of these countries and terri- 
tories, and arrives at the conclusion stated 
in his book title. He believes that the 
answer may lie in the institution of a lim- 
ited and temporary authoritarianism, to be 
administered by a federation of political 
parties in each of these nations. This fed- 
eration of parties would be dedicated both 
to guiding the populace and to avoiding 
the evils of a dictatorship. Mr. Scott, like 
other thoughtful global analysts of our 
time, offers sound reasoning which implores 
us to awaken to the realities and necessities 
of our age before time expires for our 
world. 338.91 


The United Nations Dept. of Public In- 
formation. EVERYMAN’S UNITED 
NATIONS; the structure, functions and 
work of the organization and its related 
agencies during the years 1945-1958. 6th 
edition. 1959, Author, New York, $3.50. 


A greatly enlarged edition (607 pages) of a 
book listed in the New Hampshire State 
Library’s “Recommended Reference 


Books.” Official factual information on all 
aspects of United Nations activities. In- 
cludes verbatim documents. A much im- 
proved binding will insure a long life as a 
basic reference tool which every library 
ought to have. 341.1 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


The greatest number of new children’s 
books are published during the fall and 
winter months. Many were reviewed at the 
time, but some excellent ones were inevit- 
ably overlooked. In this issue we are in- 
cluding the most outstanding. 


FOR THE YOUNGEST 


RutH H. PaQgueETTEe 
St. Albans Regional Library 


Anglund, Joan Walsh. LOOK OUT THE 
WINDOW. Harcourt, $1.95. 


A small child sees many familiar objects 
from the window—houses, pets, grown- 
ups, other children. He learns that each 
one has a place in the world, yet it is not 
exactly like his own house, his own pet, 
his parents, or himself. Simple rhythmical 
text and delicate, humourous drawings. 
Similar to the author’s A FRIEND IS 
SOMEONE WHO LIKES YOU. Well 
bound. 


Floethe, Louise & Richard. COWBOY ON 
THE RANGE. Scribner, $2.75. 


Colorful pictures of life on a real ranch in 
Wyoming show how the cowboy works 
during the four seasons; riding the range, 
mending fences, sleeping and eating in the 
open, rounding-up the calves to be brand- 
ed, and finally taking part in the fall 
rodeo. A reinforced book with washable 
binding. 


Goudey, Alice E. HERE COME THE 
RACCOONS! Scribner, $2.50. 


This easy-reading story of a charming 
little raccoon will perhaps appeal to the 
reluctant reader more than some of the 
other titles in the series. Little Prowler, 
with his three sisters, is taught how to find 
food and water, ways to avoid man and 
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dog, and other things necessary to survival. 
A section at the end describes other mem- 
bers of the raccoon family, such as the 
Giant Panda, the Coati, the Cacomistle, 
and the Kinkajous. Reinforced and with 
washable binding. 


Hoberman, Mary Ann. 
GOOD-BY. Little, $2.50. 


HELLO AND 


A delightful collection of poems about 
everyday things for reading aloud to the 
very young. Subjects include the tiger, the 
birthday bus, hiding, Brother, bicycle, 
time, night, wishes, Hallowe’en, ants, fish, 
seal, the llama who had no pajama, and 
many others. Amusing illustrations. Good 
cloth binding. 


McGinley, Phyllis. LUCY McLOCKETT. 
Lippincott, $3.00. 


When she was six, Lucy McLockett lost 
a tooth and apparently along with it, her 
wits. She began losing everything—pencil, 
mittens, dime, grocery list, umbrella, one 
shoe and finally, in a large department 
store, her mother! Fortunately a_ repair 
man in the store adjusted her head a little 
“cause my head’s screwed on all wrong,” 
Lucy said, and after that she hardly ever 
lost a thing. Told in blank verse and illus- 
trated in soft green, pink and yellow, this 
will appeal especially to little girls and 
their parents. Well bound. 


Schlein, Miriam. KITTENS, CUBS AND 
BABIES. W. R. Scott, $3.00. 


Vivid pictures accompany the growing 
story of the fierce lion, the wise old ele- 
phant, the mother cat, and the man who 
drives the tractor. From a start in life as a 
helpless cub, a baby elephant, a tiny kitten 
and a human baby, all were cared for by 
parents. Reinforced binding. 


Skaar, Grace. NOTHING BUT CATS, 
CATS, CATS. W. R. Scott, $2.00. 


A reinforced edition of a 1947 book. For 
beginning readers, with only sixteen differ- 
ent words and much repetition. Amusing 
illustrations in bold colors. 
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Slobodkina, 
$2.75. 


Esphyr. BILLIE. 


Lothrop, 


A charming picture book with large print 
and easy vocabulary. Billie disliked being 
a girl, dressing up and going to parties, 
Then she sprained her ankle and _ took 
ballet lessons to strengthen it. She discov- 
ered that dancing school could be fun, and 
that being a girl wasn’t so bad after all. 
Should be purchased in reinforced binding. 


Thayer, Jane. SECOND - STORY GI- 
RAFFE. Morrow, $2.75. 


George was a baby giraffe who after living 
with his farm friends until he outgrew the 
house, did not want to return to his own 
kind. How the farmer solved the problem 
of George’s height by adding a second- 
story to the house makes an amusing tale 
to be read aloud. Well illustrated. Rein- 
forced. Jane Thayer is the pseudonym of 
Catherine Woolley. 


Villarejo, Mary. TIGER HUNT. Knopf, 
$2.75. 


The surprise ending to this interesting pic- 
ture book will delight small listeners. The 
Maharaja of Rangoon and his party are 
unable to find their quarry, in spite of help 
from various jungle inhabitants. The tiger 
finally finds the hunters and is shot—with 
a camera. Sturdy binding. 


FOR THE MIDDLE GROUP 


Mrs. JANE B. Horson 
Executive Secretary 

Free Public Library Commission 
Montpelier, Vermont 


Anckarsvard, Karin. THE MYSTERIOUS 
SCHOOLMASTER. Harcourt, $3.00. 


Mysterious happenings at a school in a 
lovely coastal Swedish village are noticed 
by an eleven-year-old boy and girl. Their 
courage and patience eventually uncover 
an extensive espionage ring. The awards 
of a silver cup and government money to 
Cecilia and Michael climax this exciting 
mystery story. This is the author’s first 
book to be translated and made available 
for children in this country although she 
has received several prizes for her chil- 
dren’s books in Sweden. 
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Frances. THEY LIVED IN 


Cavanah, 
THE WHITE HOUSE. Macrae Smith, 
$3.50. 


Short authentic stories of the children be- 
longing to the families of our presidents. 
From Nellie Custis to the Eisenhower 
grandchildren the White House has pro- 
vided unusual experiences of lively chil- 
dren. Historical information included in 
human interest stories. Last chapter tells 
what has happened to each one since living 
at the White House. 


Daugherty, Charles Michael. MIRROR 
WITH A MEMORY: THE ART OF 
PHOTOGRAPHY. Harcourt, $3.25. 


The history and development of cameras 
and photography clearly presented for 
amateurs. A guide for taking good pictures 
with an awareness of composition and 
design as essentials. The text is illustrated 
with photographs by this well-known 
young professional photographer, artist and 
writer. Last chapter describes opportunities 
in the many branches of photography 
today. 


Green, Ivah. WILDLIFE IN DANGER. 
Coward McCann, $3.50. 


Brief and beautifully illustrated stories of 
twenty-nine species of birds and animals 
now extinct or rare. A leader in wildlife 
conservation, the author inevitably instills 
an appreciation and concern for rare 
species of wildlife now remaining in our 
land. Suitable quotations from _ great 
naturalists head each chapter. A statement 
of Audobon philosophy and a bibliography 
add to its importance. 


Haviland, Virginia. FAVORITE FAIRY 
TALES TOLD IN FRANCE. Little, 
Brown, $2.75. 


Delightful, authentic favorite fairy tales 
simply retold for the young reader who 
demands the old favorites. Many full-page 
colored, and some black and white, illus- 
trations by Roger Duvoisin, enhance the 
stories and the book. Companion volumes 
are TOLD IN ENGLAND and TOLD IN 
GERMANY. These stories are part of 
every child’s heritage and these new edi- 
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tions will be appreciated by children and 
story tellers alike. 


Mead, Margaret. PEOPLE AND PLACES. 
World, $4.95. 


A beautifully illustrated book by a world- 
famous anthropologist. Beginning chapter 
explains basic concerns and development of 
man and his problems. Five significant 
cultural groups are described with appreci- 
ation for their culture and heritage. Ends 
with summary of the basic ideas all people 
share and the problems which must be 
solved. Book and type are large but book 
is planned for upper grades. 


Severn, Bill and Sue. HIGHWAYS 
TOMORROW. Prentice-Hall, $2.95. 


TO 


Begins with contrast of cross country trip 
in 1916 at 25 mph. with contemplated 
travel in 1975 over super highways with 
mechanically controlled driving. Describes 
equipment for building highways over 
which new cars will safely travel at 200 
mph. Absorbing account of highway travel 
today and in the future based on authori- 
tative facts from engineering and auto- 
motive industries. 


Young, Blanche Cowley. HOW THE 
MANX CAT LOST ITS TAIL. McKay, 
$2.75. 


Delightful folk tales from the Isle of Man 
collected and prepared by an authority 
after three summers there with relatives. 
Especially welcomed by the story teller 
searching for short, dramatic and humor- 
ous stories which the children will also 
enjoy reading by themselves. A_ short 
bibliography and glossary with pronuncia- 
tion add to its usefulness. 


FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 


Mrs. EstHer M. Swirt 
Acting Regional Librarian 
Montpelier, Vermont 


Battista, O. A. THE CHALLENGE OF 
CHEMISTRY. Winston, $3.95. 


Opens wide horizons for the youngster 
who may be thinking of a career in chem- 





istry. Author is a research chemist with 
American Viscose Company and has writ- 
ten several other equally readable books in 
the science field. 


Fisher, Dorothy Canfield. AND LONG 
REMEMBER. Whittlesey, $3.50. 


Unfinished at the time of her death, this 
slim volume is a moving testimonial of the 
author’s deep love for America and _ her 
heritage. Excellent and unusual supple- 
mentary information about some of our 
“greats”: Washington, Jefferson, Franklin, 
Dorothea Dix, Robert Lee and George 
Washington Carver. Many children and 
almost all adults will find inspiration here. 


THE WORLD OF 
SMITH. Scribner, 


*Foster, Genevieve. 
CAPTAIN JOHN 
$4.95. 


To quote the younger set, “this is a read- 
ing book.” As with the earlier books in 
the series, this reads rapidly and provides 
a wealth of accurate historical detail which 
the average history book never conveys. 
An unusual combination of skilled illus- 
trator and narrator, the author ranks high 
in the field of written history. 


Morgan, Alfred. ADVENTURES IN 
ELECTROCHEMISTRY. = Scribner, 
$3.50. 


Revised edition of THINGS A BOY CAN 
DO WITH ELECTROCHEMISTRY, 
published in 1940 and now hopelessly out- 
of-date. This is a subject of great interest 
to many boys and this book fills the need 
most admirably. It gives both information 
as to new developments and practical guid- 
ance (with illustrations) for safe and 
simple electrical experiments. 


*Nourse, William. SO YOU WANT TO 
BE A LAWYER. Harper, $2.75. 


The glamor of the courtroom scene is the 
extent of most people’s concept of a law- 
yer’s function, yet that is a very small 


part of his career. We tried the book on 
a young and very successful lawyer who 
said that this gave very good coverage to 
all the many facets of the legal profession, 
Very little has been previously available in 
this field. By the brother of Alan Nourse, 
who did SO YOU WANT TO BE A DOC. 
TOR. Also just published is SO YOU! 
WANT TO BE A SCIENTIST. 


Ross, George E. KNOW YOUR GOV-. 
ERNMENT. Rand McNally, $2.95. 


A very reasonably priced book for the col-. 
lection that needs more in this field. Open’ 
format, three-color illustrations and dia-’ 
grams made this usable for a wide age’ 
span. A very excellent table of contents, 
but unfortunately no index. The latter will 
limit its usefulness as a reference book, but 
it will be excellent supplementary material 
nevertheless. 


Westervelt, Virginia. CHOOSING A: 
CAREER IN A CHANGING WORLD. 
Putnam, $2.75. 


To those of us who often feel swamped by” 
career books, this is a great boon. It will) 
help the youngster to think of himself in’ 
terms of his personality, his preferences, 
his educational goals and then his job in- 
terests. A sensible helpful book in a much 
needed area. The author is the wife of a 
high school principal and the mother of 
teen-agers, as well as a career guidance 
professional herself. 


*Zarem, Lewis. NEW DIMENSIONS OF 
FLIGHT. Dutton, $4.50. 


The author’s professional job is to trans- 
late technical aeronautical information into 
language understandable to the average 
reader. All his adult life has been spent in 
this field, and here we reap the profits. 
Every page contains photographs and fac- 
tual information which is vitally interest- 
ing to our space-minded young people. | 
Adult male readers, too, may want to read | 
this. 








